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Stripes from stars...

Lieutenant General John Regni, Air University
commander, surprises Tech. Sgt. Stephen Ramos
with a new set of master sergeant stripes under the
Stripes for Exceptional Performers program
Thursday. The STEP program was established to
allow commanders to promote Airmen with
exceptional potential. General Regni presented
the new rank to Sergeant Ramos as his wife, Christy,
proudly looks on. The new senior NCO is an
instructor at the NCO Academy here. General Regni
was in town for the Air Education and Training
Command Commander’s Group conference held
every year at a different AETC base. “Because of
your willingness to teach others to become better
Air Force leaders, this is our way of recognizing
your superb hard work,” the general said.

Tyndall plays ‘Super’
role with flyover

Two Raptors from the
43rd Fighter Squadron will
make history by perform-
ing aflyover with two Navy
F/A-18 Super Hornets at
Super Bowl XXXIX in
Jacksonville. Theflyoveris
scheduled for approximately
5:15 p.m. Sunday.

Tyndall trains Langley
Raptor pilots
... PAGE 9

Exercise Crown Royal
05-01 tests Tyndall Airmen
.. Pace 11

The ORIl is coming ...

S

2nd Lt. William Powell

Congratulations, Sergeant Ramos.

Exercise paves way to ORI success

1st L1. ALBERT Bosco

... 135 daysand counting

325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Wesapons of mass destruction.
Terrorists. Bomb threats. Com-
puter viruses.

They sound like headlinesfrom
the War on Terror, but Airmen at
Tyndall Air Force Base simulated
thesethrests Jan. 24-28 and battled
to sustain the base's operationa
capability during the 325th Fighter
Wing'sfirst exercise of 2005.

Dubbed Crown Roya 05-01, the
week-long exercise s mulated sce-
nariosthat could potentially occur
here, but are more likely to occur
inforward operating areasin other
parts of the world.

“We evduated the base’'s mo-
bility and employment processes,
and anti-terrorism and force pro-
tection measures as well as the

base' sahility to respond toamajor
accident or attack,” said Mg. Gary
Dawson, 325th Fighter Wing chief
of Wing Plans.

Although exercises may seem
simple when talked about, the ac-
tual execution of exercise-related
tasks takes on awhole new mean-
ing for thoseinvolved.

For that reason, the planning of -
ficeteamswith varioussubject mat-
ter expertsto create scenarios that
arereal enough to educate al Air-
meninvolved.

“Exercises do two things,” Ma-
jor Dawson said. “They evauate
the processesand training and they
evaluatethe people. But they also
help us maintain proficiency at
taskswenormally don’t get to per-
form. By doing this, we can ensure
the processes and training are rel-

Home of Air Dominance training

evant, current and credible.”

Crown Royd 05-01 wasthefirgt
of severd exercises to come this
year — something the wing hopes
will provideavd uable opportunity
to put the polish on proceduresfor
the upcoming Air Education and
Training Command Operational
Readiness|nspection scheduled for
June 19-27.

But, part of makingthebaseshine
foringpectorsisidentifyingand cor-
recting any errorsin procedure or
operdionprior totheir arriva, some-
thing Mgor Dawson saidisaready
in progress.

“This particular exercise was
designed to specifically mirror
what we expect to see during
the ORI,” Major Dawson said.
“That allowed us to mitigate
many of the surprises the in-

spection team may throw at us.”
“Intoday’sworld, weneedtobe
ready for anything, but more im-
portantly we need to know how to
respond appropriately,” said Brig.
Gen. Jack Egginton, 325th FW
commander. “Exercises teach us
precisely how to do that, but we
also need to be smart enough to
identify and correct areas we fed
aren’t up to speed. Getting out
front early toresolveany issueswill
pay hugedividendswhen it comes
time to face the inspection team.”
According to Magjor Dawson,
preliminary results show the base
performed well, but he noted a
coupleof areaswill definitely need
attention for future exercises.
“We redtill gatheringthedetails,
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Teamwork, attitude, key to success in base ORI

LT. CoL. GARTH Doty
325th Fighter Wing Operational Readiness Inspection chief

The Air Education and Training Com-
mand Inspection General team isscheduled
to travel to Tyndall in June for an Opera
tional Readiness Inspection.

Theweek-long event will givethe 325th
Fighter Wing an opportunity to both show-
case our numerous accomplishments and
give credit to those who support and carry
out theTyndall AFB missononadaily basis.

This does not just include our Airmen,
but the families who support them. Our
everyday successasawing isasynergism
between each diversetask and mission that
Team Tyndall accomplishes. Keeping this
concept in mind setsthe stage for the right
vison.

What'syour vision for theinspection out-
brief this summer? Do you see yourself
receiving an evaluation that makes you
proud of the work you, your co-workers
and therest of the organization did, or will
you receive alessthan excellent score that

Base-wide exercise, mobility training eases

leaves you searching for an excuse or cir-
cumstance that caused you to fall short?

Obvioudy, wewould al prefer theformer
“excellent” vision, but we'll need theright
attitude to get there. We each have the
choice now to ensure we leave that brief
knowing we gave our utmost and, asare-
ault, the | G team saw that we are the abso-
lute best training wing, specidizing in the
Air Dominance Force businesswith no re-
grets about our performance.

Our “excellence” isdriven by deliberate
goas and the attitude to give it our best.
We will set specific milestonesto prepare,
but attitude starts with each Airman and
civilianinthewing.

Infact, attitudeisour single most impor-
tant ingredient to success.

Yearsago, Thomas Jefferson rightly said
that * nothing can stop theman with theright
mental attitude from achieving his goal;
nothing on earth can help the man with the
wrong mental attitude.”

Enthusi astic optimism spreadsto every-

11
Our “excellence” is driven
by deliberate goals and the atti-
tude to give it our best.”

L1. CoL. GARTH Doty
325th Fighter Wing Operational Readiness Inspection chief

one around you and trandates into a mo-
mentum that eclipsesany negativeattitudes.
The effects will carry on long after to the
personwho followsin your position. With
the right attitude, we will see little differ-
ence between theweek-long ORI and how
Tyndall executes the mission every other
day of the year.

Play your position on theteam to the best
of your ability. Beapart of thesolution dur-
ing the next several months and beyond.
Takeonthat infectiouspositiveattitudeand
remove any shadow of doubt inspectors
may have about how well we serveherein
the 325th FW.

Airman’s mind

AIRMAN 1st CLASS
SaraH McDoweLL
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

An exercise evauator told a
story during apre-exercise brief-
ing in which our wing com-
mander, Brig. Gen. Jack Eggin-
ton, met thewidow of anAirman

14
I participated in a base-wide mobility exer-
cisefor thefirsttime Jan. 24-28, and my initial fears
that nothing could prepare me to deploy were
quickly dispelled.”

AIRMAN 1st CLASs SaraAH M cDowELL

325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

had ahard timesoaking up some
of theinformation, butintheend
we were al more prepared to
deploy or facethechallengesas-
sociated with defending thiscoun-
try than we were the week be-
fore. | honestly appreciate that.

In fact, | heard more than a

whowaskilled duetoinadequate

few peoplesay, “Thistrainingis

training. Asaresult, the generd
pledged to both Tyndall Airmen
and their spouses that he would
not deploy anyone who wasn't
fully prepared.

| participated in a base-wide
mobility exercisefor thefirg time
Jan. 24-28, and my initial fears
that nothing could preparemeto
deploy were quickly dispelled.
The importance of the training
was reinforced when a senior
NCO in my group told me she
had never deployed, nor had she

been through mobility training.

In this ever-evolving Air
Force, wheredl Airmenarevul-
nerablefor deployment, itiscriti-
cal for everyone to have mobil-
ity training. The fact that this
NCO was only now being ex-
posed tothetraining told methat
the generd’s vows were true -
everyone will go through this
training; and no onewill deploy
unprepared.

Though | had recently com-
pleted chemica warfare, sdlf-aid

and buddy care, M-16 and mo-
bility line processing training,
(and| dill didn’t haveadll thean-
swers to my ingtructors ques-
tions), | wasgetting afast-paced
refresher, which definitely made
theexerciseaworthwhileevent.

Throughout the exercise, we
were trained and tested to see
how well weresponded to vari-
ous contingencies on base.
Some of us may have passed
withflying colors, and some, like
me in the beginning, may have

what made my previousdeploy-
ment run smoothly, and had | not
gone through it | would have
been lost.”

As a member of the current
Air Expeditionary Forcecyclel
know thisexercise haseased my
mind and prepared me. Andit's
good to know the Air Force
leadership, fromthechief of saff
downtotheleadersof thisbase,
cares enough to make sure my
traningisaccomplishedand | am
prepared.

The Action Line is your direct
line to me. It is one way to make
Tyndall abetter place to work and
live.

Action Line calls are recorded
and staffed through the proper
agency.

The goal isto provide you with
an accurate, timely response. You
must leave your name, phone num-
ber or address to receive a re-
sponse.

Questions or comments of gen-
eral interest will be publishedinthis
forum. Thisavenue should only be
used after coordinating problems
or concerns with supervisors, com-
manders, first sergeants or facil-
ity managers.

If you're not satisfied with the
response or you are unable to re-
solve the problem, call me at 283-
2255.

For fraud, waste and abuse calls,
you should talk to the 325th Fighter
Wing Inspector General’s Office,
283-4646.

Calls concerning energy abuse
should be referred to the energy
hot line, 283-3995.

Bric. GEN. Jack EGGINTON
325th Fighter Wing commander
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F/A-22 on track to go operational

CHris McGEE
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force Public Affairs

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR
FORCE BASE, Ohio (AFPN) — The
F/A-22 Raptor, the Air Force's next-gen-
eration air superiority fighter, performed
well in recently completed operational
testing and is on track to go operational
in December, the director of the
program’s combined test force said.

Speaking prior to a lecture he deliv-
ered at the National Museum of the
United States Air Force here, Lt. Col.
Evan Thomas, a Raptor pilot who com-
mands the 411th Flight Test Squadron at
Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., said
testing finished ahead of schedule.

“I"'mvery optimistic,” Colonel Thomas
said. “The airplane did very well in op-
erational testing.”

He said the process of readying the
Raptor for itsoperational testing— from
refining and validating the aircraft’skey
attributes to training pilots — proved a
significant effort and enabled operational
testing to be conducted successfully and
ahead of schedule.

Even so, Colonel Thomas said ob-
stacles remain to be cleared between
now and December.

“There are still a lot of challenges,”
he said. “It's going to be an uphill fight
throughout this year, not only for us on
the Air Force Materiel Command devel-
opmental test side, but also for Air Com-
bat Command units standing up thefirst

During the test...

signed to give us.”

Maj. Gen. Richard B.H. Lewis, the Air Force program execu-
tive officer for the F/A-22, said about the initial operational test,
evaluation, “The ground-based systems couldn’t engage
the Raptor, and no adversary aircraft survived. That is air
dominance, and that’'s exactly what the Raptor was de-

squadron at Langley (AFB, Va.). These
are challenges, but we can (overcome)
them.”

The 27th Fighter Squadron at Langley
AFB — the first squadron to transition
to the Raptor — received the first op-
erational aircraft Jan. 18 from Tyndall
AFB, Fla., where the 43rd Fighter
Squadronistraining future Raptor pilots.

Pilots with the 27th Fighter Squadron
will train on the aircraft by flying mis-
sions over the next few months while
mai ntenance crewmemberswill train on
a separate F/A-22 that arrived at Lan-
gley AFB Jan. 7.

Colonel Thomas said the aircraft’s
package of stealth, supercruise and in-
tegrated avionicswill givetheAir Force
and the nation the best capability to op-
erate in combat environments.

“Being able to proceed to a target at

supercruise and get there very quickly
to deliver a Joint Direct Attack Muni-
tion onto thetarget isaclear advantage,”
he said. “You can't have a fighter over
every inch of enemy territory, but with a
Raptor, you can have more of a central
location and cover far more ground in a
short time.”

The F/A-22's capabilities, combined
with an understanding of history’s les-
sons, make the case for the Raptor’s
value in future conflicts, Colonel Tho-
mas said.

“What 20th century warfare taught us
is the overwhelming importance of air
superiority,” he said. “That is an endur-
ing air power lesson the Air Force has
learned, and the F/A-22 isakey compo-
nent in ensuring that we can establish
and maintain air superiority anywherein
the world well out into this century.”

® From EXERCISE Pace 1

but overall we saw improvement,” he
said. “The employment phase went
better, dueinlarge part toanew train-
ing program designed to remedy is-
sues of past exercises. The readiness
group hasdoneagreat job getting that
online

One of the areas of concern is ef-
fective communication. Misinforma-
tion hampers effectiveness, and too
often peopleeither hold onto vitd bits
of information or aretoovagueincom-
municationsmaking it moredifficult to
handlethesituation.”

But, themgjor said, lessonslearned
are expected, and the baseis ill on
theright track.

“When we find flaws in our pro-
cesses or people we can target those
specific areas and retrain people or
amend the processes,” Mg or Dawson
said. “I’mconfident thebaseisonthe
right track, and most, if not all, of the
bugs will be worked out for the next
exercise.”

General Egginton echoed the
major’ssentiment.

“I’'mawaysamazed a what Tyndall
peoplecan dowhenfaced with achal-
lenge,” he said. “No matter what ex-
ercise scenarios or real-world events
confront Tyndall Airmen, everyone
comes together to get the job done.
That's a hallmark of the base and
something theingpectorswill definitely
notice.”

“Having lived in Phil

e 7

adelphiafor

Page 3

“1 think the Eagleswill winand it “The New England Patriotswill “1 think the Patriotswill win, 21-
19 years and being a long time is going to be a close game. The win24-17." 17"
Eaglesfan, | think they will choke score will be within seven points, STAFF SoT. MARK CURTIS CHRIS ROWE

and losein thethird quarter, finally
losing 31-17."

STAFF SGT. JASON TROXELL
1st Aircraft Maintenance Unit

probably 31-24.”

2ND L 7. JASMINE BoBBIT
95th Fighter Squadron

325th Maintenance Operations Squadron Lockheed Martin
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Murray launches inaugural edition of Airman handbook

MAasTeR SaT. CHuck ROBERT
Air Force Print News

LACKLAND AIR
FORCE BASE, Texas
(AFPN) — If Airman Basic
Rachel Redel ever forgets
who presented her with one of
thefirst two copiesof Airman,
Air ForceHandbook 1, shecan
find the answer under “ Chief
Master Sergeants of the Air
Force,” on Page 15, “Gerald
Murray.”

If the 23-year-old basic
trainee is curious about what
her occupational badge will
look like when she graduates
basic training in a few weeks
and later completes 27 weeks
of technical training at Eglin
Air Force Base, Fla.,, she can
check it out on Page 210 “ Ex-
plosive Ordnance Disposal.”

That was the intent of Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen.
John Jumper, who con-
ceived theideafor apocket-
sized book offering new Air
Force accessions — offic-
ers, enlisted, civilians— ev-
erything they need to know

to pass “Air Force 101.”

General Jumper’svision came
to fruition Monday when Chief
Murray, the Air Force's top en-
listed Airman, dropped in on a
classroom of basic trainees to
personaly present the first two
copiesto Airman Redel and Air-
man Basic Thomas Collins Jr.

“You are the first in the Air
Forceto receive the new Airman
handbook,” Chief Murray toldthe
gathering of basic trainees of the
326th Training Squadron intheir
fourth week of basic training. “|
wishwe' d had something likethis
when | started my career. It'sre-
aly afoundation of what we do
in the Air Force.”

The blue paperback handbook
offers “big pictures’ and little
words to blend together the four
pillars of the Air Force: charac-
ter, honor, personal integrity and
patriotism throughout its 360
pages.

Chief Murray encouraged the
basic trainees to use the hand-
book as a means of continually
increasing their overall knowl-
edge.

“Themoreyoulearnabout this

great Air Force, the more doors
it opensup,” he said.

The handbook encompasses a
broad expanse of military infor-
mation broken into six sections,
covering topics such as “Air
Force Top 10 Aces,” “Air Force
Vocabulary,” “CONOPS” and
“Medal of Honor Recipients.”
The handbook fallsunder theAir
Force Occupational Measure-
ment Squadron at Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas.

Airman Redel said thereisone
thing she will not need the book
for — to remember the surprise
at being picked to receive her
copy from Chief Murray. She
had known for a few days that
he would be making a guest ap-
pearance, but she did not find out
until 10 minutes before his ar-
rival that she would personally
receive an autographed copy
from him.

“| feel very honored,” said the
Sierra Vista, Ariz., native. “It's
something I'll never forget and
will keep with metherest of my
career.”

Master Sgt. Efrain Gonzalez
Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Gerald Murray signs a copy of
the new Airman handbook to present to Airman Basic Thomas
Collins Jr. of the 326th Training Squadron Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas. The handbook, presented to the trainees, is a pocket-
sized book that covers heritage, national leaders, Air Force
operations and a variety of military-related topics. A copy is being
provided to every new Airman when they enter the Air Force.
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Every member of Team Tyndall is valuable. Play
it safe; don't become a statistic.
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Another Option: Staying Reserve after separation can pay off

ALiciA HELTON
5th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, N.D.
(AFPN) — Should | stay or should | go?

For thosein uniform, it isaquestion they
face each timethey cometo the end of their
enlistment. To many, deciding to stay on ac-
tive duty or switch to the civilian sector
seemsto betheir only options.

Air Force Reserve officias beg to differ.

Technica Sergeant Michael Nienhaus, an
in-service recruiter here, offers people an-
other choice: keeptheir military benefitsand
servetheir country whileholding downaci-
vilianjob.

“There are many programs and benefits
the Reserve (has to offer),” Sergeant
Nienhaus said. “There's 100 percent edu-
cationa assistanceaswell asaccessihility to
[college credits tests] and the commissary
and base exchange privileges. Also, there

A
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Keep in mind
To maintain education
benefits from the Mont-
gomery G.I. Bill, Airmen
must be on active duty
for two years before
crossing over to the
Reserve, where they must serve for
four more years.

are family dental and medical benefits for
the (Airman) while(heor sheis) inuniform.”

In the Reserve, people can take advan-
tageof programslikeindividua mobilization
augmentee to balance their duty commit-
mentswith their civilian occupations.

“IMA isagresat program for astablefull-
time student and is very flexible by not tak-

ing up weekends,” Sergeant Nienhaussaid.
“Under thisprogram, reservistsarerequired
towork 26 days ayear, which includestwo
weeks of duty.”

Thosewanting to serve on aweekly basis
can apply for thefull-timeAir Reserve Tech-
nician program. Peopleinthesecivil service
jobs must be fully qualified and have their
fiveskill level completedto apply for ajobin
their speciaty. Airmen receivethe sameben-
efits asthose on active duty. To quaify, the
Reserve unit must have an opening in the
Airman’'scareer field and skill level, hesaid.

Meanwhile, enlisted Airmen can turn in
their stripes for bars through the Deserving
Airmen Program commissioning source.

“About 70 percent of Reserveofficersare
hired (from) within the Reserve enlisted
ranks,” Sergeant Nienhaus said.

All Airmen thinking of getting out should
see an in-service recruiter during their

outprocessing, Sergeant Nienhaus said. He
suggests these people reply early, show up
withanopenmind, listentowhet therecruiter
hasto offer and have agame plan ready. He
suggests married Airmen talk with their
spouse about their options and have ques-
tions ready to ask.

About 20 percent of active-duty Airmen
chooseto crossover to the Reserve, hesaid.

“A few requirements must be met, includ-
ing passing thefitnesstest and having agood
(preventative)-health assessment,” Sergeant
Nienhaussaid.

To maintain education benefits from the
Montgomery Gl. Bill, Airmen must be on
active duty for two years before crossing
over to the Reserve, where they must serve
for four more years.

Servicemembers going into the Reserve
with no outstanding service obligations can
enter a one-year contract.
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Master sergeant receives long-
awaited Phantom mcentlve ride

MASTER ScT. MARY McHALE

325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

During his career as afighter jet crew chief on F-4
Phantoms and later F-16C Fighting Falcons, he
strapped hundreds of pilotsinto their cockpits prior to
flight.

But the tables turned Jan. 27, as the crew chief was
getting strapped in for an incentive ride in one of the
53rd Weapons Eval uation Groups QF-4Es here, an ex-
perience he’'d dreamt of for almost his entire career.

Master Sgt. Richard Magdich, a member of the In-
diana Air National Guard’'s 122nd Tactical Fighter
Wing, on temporary duty here, said the experience was
everything he thought it was going to be and more.

“Itwasgreat,” Sergeant Magdich said. “I really ap-
preciate all the efforts of everyoneinvolved, from ac-
tive duty to guard and also the civilian contract pilot,
Sal Bonacasa, and ground crew, both from Lockheed
Martin. Thiscouldn’t have happened without them and
| really appreciate it.”

They took off in full power aiming almost straight
up, and Sergeant Magdich said some of the flying ma-
neuvers he experienced during the flight were aileron
rolls, asplit Smaneuver and at times pulled about five
and a half Gs.

“They were alittle tougher to handle than | thought
they were going to be,” he said. “It really wears you
out.”

The Phantom fan also got to fly alittle bit, an expe-
rience he described as “cool.”

“Sergeant Magdich had a great time and did very
well for hisfirst flight,” said Mr. Bonacasa. “Being
a former F-4 crew chief, he was familiar with the
back cockpit and not intimidated by all the gauges
and switches. He was surprised how cramped and
restricted the back cockpit was and now has a
greater respect for the electronic warfare officers
and weapons system officers who flew in the back
seat.”

Mr. Bonacasaretired asamajor in 1987. He's been
flying military aircraft for almost 39 years and has
more than 5,200 hours in a variety of combat air-
craft. He also saw service in Vietnam where he flew
162 combat missions in the F-105 Thunderchief, 56
of which were over North Vietnam.

“It always gives me awarm feeling to help some-
one realize a dream of flying in the F-4," Mr.
Bonacasasaid. “ Although I’ ve been flying since 1966,
| still get arush when taking off and doing my job. |
was honored to be able to do it for him.”

The sergeant, who turns 60 Tuesday, will also mark
that day with his retirement as he reaches the maxi-
mum age for Air National Guard duty. He initially
joined the active-duty Air Force in 1965 and was
based at MacDill Air Force Base, where he worked
crash recovery on F-4Cs and T-33 Shooting Stars.

e —
TEAM TARGET

Master Sgt. Mary McHale

Sal Bonacasa, left, F-4 Phantom civilian contract pilot,
briefs Master Sgt. Richard Magdich about the ejection
seat before he takes a long-awaited incentive ride.

He volunteered for duty in Vietnam in 1966, where he
served with “ Satan’sAngels’ asan F-4 C/D crew chief
in the 433rd Tactical Fighter Squadron, 8th Tactical
Fighter Wing, in Ubon Thailand. In fact, he said he
found it ironic the doctor for hisincentive flight physi-
cal was a second generation American of Vietnam-
ese descent.

Although Sergeant Magdich got out of the military
in 1969, he said the chance to work on F-4s again in
the Fort Wayne guard unit sparked a strong desire to
return. Sergeant Magdich and the 122nd TFW
transitioned to the F-16C Falcon in 1991.

“It was the F-4s flying out of Fort Wayne that
brought me back. | never realized they were there
and then one day | heard the sound and that got my
attention,” he said. “It was my first and continues to
be my favorite aircraft. Flying in one is something
I’ve always wanted to do.”

Master Sgt. Paul McDougal, a crew chief with the
unit for 31 years attested to that.

“Thisisexcellent. He's never had aride before but
that’s all he's ever talked about his whole career.”

Senior Master Sgt. Ted Shively, the unit’s specialist
flight chief, described the Sergeant Magdich as “very
meticulous and reliable, the kind of guy you want work-
ing for you.”

Meanwhile, Sergeant Magdich said he'll return to
Indiana and prepare for retirement and reflect on the
fond memory of finally getting aflight in an F-4.
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Airman 1st Class Sarah McDowell

Climate control

Staff Sgt. Sam Lebouf, 325th Maintenance Squadron jet engine specialist,
installs an environmental control system on an F-15 engine.

Tyndall Mardi Gras parade route
Parade starts from Tyndall Marina Club today at 4:20 p.m.

‘FINISH
—

Tyndall Youth Center

Sabre Drive

Phantom Street

<A~
Tyndall Marina Club % START
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Tyndall ralses more than $10K for tsunami relief

Master égt. Val Ger;mpis
GALLE, Sri Lanka-- K. Rupawathi and her husband A.P. Tudor Jayasekera ponder their
future at the ruins here where their home once stood. The couple lost their home and
all their belongings after tsunamis as high as 50 feet devastated their town and swept
across coastal areas.

Chechertail Salute

1st Lt. Brent Kerr

months

triathalon

of the Week award from Brig. Gen. Jack Egginton, 325th
Fighter Wing commander. my-job,” attitude

The Checkertail Clan salutes Lieutenant Kerr, who isin
charge of making surethe 325th Medical Group isdeployable
and disaster response ready. He spearheaded the Code
Silver exercise which brought base and civilian responders
together to plan and exercise for contingency. He also ag-

gressively tracked individual mobility requirements for 45

g
=
7 Lisa Norman
Lieutenant Kerr receives the Checkertail Salute Warrior
the Air Force

people during a deployment exercise and scheduled and
executed another exercise for more than 120 people.

Duty title: 325th Medical Group
expeditionary medical operations chief
Time on station: Two years, four months
Time in service: Two years, eight

Hometown: Belleville, Ill.

Hobbies: Weight training, running,
basketball, golf, motorcycle riding
Goals: Obtain a master’s degree in
business administration, compete in a

Favorite book: “The five people you meet
in heaven,” by Mitch Albom

Favorite movie: Big Fish

Favorite thing about Tyndall: The beach
Pet peeves: Laziness, the “that's-not-

Proudest moment in the military: Being
active duty for my father’s retirement from

The Checkertail Salute is a 325th Fighter Wing
commander program designed to recognize
Tyndall's Warrior of the Week. Supervisors can
nominate individuals via their squadron and group
commanders. Award recipients receive a certificate,
letter from the commander and a one-day pass.

2ND LT. WiLLIAM PowELL
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The 325th Fighter Wing presented a
check for more than $10,000 Monday to
the United Way of Northwest Florida to
aid victims of the devastating tsunami that
struck parts of Southeast Asia.

More than 50 volunteers from Tyndall
stepped up to collect donationsearmarked
for use in short-term aid efforts and the
long-term rebuilding of infrastructurein
those affected areas.

“Thisisjust another example of theAir
Force family rallying around those in
need,” said Col. Brian Dickerson, 325th
FW vice commander, who presented the
check to Ed Richards, the United Way of
Northwest Florida president. “I'm al-
ways amazed, yet never surprised, by the
generosity and philanthropy of our men
and women in uniform, their familiesand
our civilianemployees. It truly epitomizes
the humanitarian aspect in all of us.”

The fundraiser occurred directly after
the holidays and not long after the Com-
bined Federal Campaign fundraiser, yet
Tyndall Airmen pulled together asurpris-
ing amount of donations, said Tech. Sgt.
Brian Hoppe, 325th FW historian and
project officer for the fundraiser.

“1 didn’t know how much money we
would be able to raisein just two weeks,
but a grand total of more than $10,000
shows how generous Team Tyndall is,”
hesaid. “It wastheleast we could do to
help those who lost everything.”

Brig. Gen. Jack Egginton, 325th FW
commander, echoed Sergeant Hoppe's
comments and added he is grateful for
the men and women of Tyndall who con-
tinuously shine in times of war and in
peace.

“Through thick and thin, the Air Force
community as a whole pulls together to
help othersin need around the globe,” he
said.

‘RESCUE' A MA’HFR OF
PERSPECTIVE ...

If life- has you thinking there's no way out,
it's time to call in the professionals.

Your base chaplain, the Life Skills counselors, and the people
at 1-800-SUICIDE (784-2433) are ready fo help.

ONE SUICIDE IS ONE TOO MANY >
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Partnership brings Air Dominance into view

AIRMAN 1st CLASS SARAH M cDowELL
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Tyndall has taken another step towards bringing Air
Dominance to the Global War on Terrorism.

The base has partnered with Langley Air Force Base,
Va., and isnow training F/A-22 Raptor pilots who will
be operational for war-fighting within the year.

Pilotsfrom the 27th Fighter Squadron at Langley will
spend 60 days here each learning the Raptor syllabus
and accumulating 33 sortie hoursin Tyndall jets.

“We should reach initial operational capability, or be
ready to go to war when called upon, after December
of thisyear,” said Lt. Col. James Hecker, 27th FS com-
mander, and first from the squadron to go through
Tyndall’s course.

The 43rd Fighter Squadron here plansto processtwo
pilotsin March, three in May and then six pilots will
train every two months thereafter. A total of 96 mis-
sion-ready Langley pilotswill graduate from Tyndall’s
runways.

Here, the pilots will become basic aircraft qualified
in air-to-air and air-to-ground mission tasks and will
be able to employ the aircraft in the Air Dominance
role, according to the syllabus.

The pilotswill learn all conversion, emergency, and
instrument tasks, day and night air-to-air refueling, ba-
sic low altitude employment, night vision goggl e tacti-
cal employment, air-to-air and air-to-ground mission
tasks.

“Training these pilotsisvery significant,” said Maj.

Lance Pilch, 43rd FS B-
Flight  commander.
“They are the first ones
receiving training for a
deployable, go-to-war
Raptor squadron.”

This evolution, where
the Raptor missionis be-
coming a reality, is af-
fecting both bases' Rap-
tor inventory aswell.

“We at Langley appre-
ciate Tyndall loaning us
two F/A-22 aircraft to
start our program,” Colo-
nel Hecker said. “The F/
A-22 program is now a
team effort, and we are
proud to join Tyndall as
part of that team.”

Loaning Langley the
Raptors was important,
because the pilots, who were originally, F-15C, F-15E,
and F-16 pilots, will have to keep up with Raptor training
when they return to their operational squadron. The
extra sorties will advance their training to achieve
basic mission capable or combat mission ready sta-
tus.

Transitioning the Eagle squadron to a Raptor squad-
ronisalso running smooth at Langley, the Colonel said.

‘Exhausting’ work?

Airman Brandon Buckner and Airman Stephen Graff, 372nd Training Squadron Mission Ready Airmen
students, inspect the exhaust nozzles of an F-15 as part of their pre-flight checklist.

Airman 1st Class Sarah McDowell

Steve Wallace

Lieutenant Colonel James Hecker, 27th Fighter Squadron commander, taxis an
F/A-22 Raptor onto the Tyndall runway during his training. Colonel Hecker is the
first pilot from Langley to come through Raptor training here. Tyndall will process
96 pilots from Langley to become mission ready pilots in December.

“Right now we are losing the F-15s from the squad-
ron at arate of two per month. They are going to the
St. LouisAir National Guard,” he said.

The partnership between Tyndall and Langley is
bringing Air Dominance closer than ever for America.
It starts here during training, continues at Langley,
and will soon beinfull view, when the aircraft reaches
IOC in December.

Training Spotlight

What will you do when you get to
your operational duty station?

13

I will launch, recover and inspect F-15
Eagles. My job is to be the head mechanic
and to know everything that is going on with
thejet. | will also be the aircraft manager and
will know where each part of thejet is, if itis
out for repair. Everything
that goes on with the jet goes
through me.”

AIRMAN 1st CLASS

Davip EVINGER

Mission Ready Airmen
Crew Chief student

Going to Gowen
Field National
Guard Base,

Oregon
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Performance is ‘tops’:
AF entertainers showcase talent for local crowd

N
RN Y

Airman 1st Class David
Weaver and 1st Lt. Carlos
Jayme, entertain a
packed Panama City
Marina Civic Center
Jan. 26 with a dueling
violins routine, one of
many pieces performed
by the Tops in Blue
entertainers. They
played musical pieces
spanning nearly all eras
of music, from Big Band
and swing to rhythm and
blues and rock and roll.
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Tops in Blue members showcase their Big Band
talents during one of the show’s opening numbers.

It was “Hammer Time,” when Senior Airman Jamell
Majia, flanked by his dance crew, performed M.C.
Hammer'’s “Can’t Touch This.”

Senior Airman Stacey Bensing shows her ‘attitude’
while singing Madonna’s “Vogue” during the show.

50 years of
entertainment

Celebrating 50 years of entertainment history,
Tops In Blue is proud to represent the United
States Air Force as one of the oldest and most
widely traveled entertainment groups of its kind.
Thisworld-renown production, TopsIn Blue, is
an all-active duty Air Force special unit made
up of talented amateur performers selected for
their entertainment abilities.

Each year, thousands compete in base talent
contests and the most talented move on to higher
levels of competition. The resultisan elite group
composed of 35 of the most talented vocalists,
musicians, and dancers anywhere. Known as
the Air Forces Expeditionary Entertainers; the
group’s main mission isto perform for military
personnel and their families throughout the
world.

The enormous popularity of the group has also
made them America’s goodwill ambassadors
around the globe.

Each team begins their tour with an intense
45 day training period at Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas, “Home of Tops In Blue”. This
training consists of a highly accelerated educa-
tional process to prepare them to succeed as
world-class entertainers and distinguished Air
Force Ambassadors during their nine month
tour.

The performers must not only master the in-
strumental, vocal, choreography, and staging re-
qguirements of the performance, but also thein-
tricate responsibilities of being their own tech-
nical staff. The performing team under the guid-
ance of five technical personnel is responsible
for setting up over 36,000 pounds of staging,
lighting, audio, and special effects equipment
required for each performance. They must also
become a complete self-contained operational
unit with each member being responsible for
logistical responsibilities such as ground trans-
portation, airlift, lodging, dining, wardrobe,
palletizing, etc. throughout the tour.

Courtesy photo
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War Games: Exercise evaluates Airmen’s ability to handle real world scenarios

Photos by Lisa Norman

Timothy Rahn, 325th Civil Engineer Squadron hazardous material emergency medical specialist, treats a
moulaged “victim” during one of the exercise scenarios.

Moulaged “victims” lay in the grassy areas near the dormitories waiting for first
responders after a simulated terrorist attack.

Major Judy Manno, 325th Aeromedical-Dental
Squadron optometrist, applies moulage, realistic
stage makeup, to Airman Brandon Burns, 325th
Operations Support Squadron air traffic control
apprentice. Casual Airmen from around the base
volunteered to play realistic roles in the exercise
to test firstresponders.

Bobby Richardson, 325th Civil Engineer Squadron assistant fire chief and exercise

Tech. Sgt. Carrey
Dintaman, 325th
Aeromedical-Dental
Squadron medical
craftsman, and Maj.
Dai Tran, 325th ADS
flight surgeon, treat
Airman 1st Class Jake
Stroich, 325th
Operations Support
Squadron air traffic
control apprentice, for
impalement to the
chest caused by a
simulated explosion in
the dormitories.

evaluation team member, gives Airman 1st Class Bruce Thomashunis, 325th CES Staff Sgt. Nichelle Denny, 325th Communications Squadron messaging
journeyman, arealistic sample of a chemical agent to use for determining what technician, practices low-crawl techniques during an M-16 weapons

chemical was released during the major accident response exercise. refresher course.

Page 11
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Annual Awards Banquet

The325th Fghter Wing Annua Awards Banquet
will gartat 6p.m. Feb. 17 a thePdican Reef Enlisted
Club. Dressis mess dress'semi-formal for military.
Choice of med is London brail or stuffed chicken
breagt. Contact your unit first sergeant for tickets

Wood Manor housing project

The 325th Civil Engineer Squadronwill begin
replacing exigting water mainsinthe\Wood Manor
Hous ng areafrom now until the summer season.
A letter identifying thetimesof periodic water out-
ages will be placed on resdents doors prior to
any known impact. This project will tentatively
complete al utility replacement in Wood Manor
Housing. For moreinformation, call Huey Moore
a 283-4206.

Tyndall Tax Center open

TheBaseTax Center isnow openuntil April 15.
Hoursof operationarefrom9am.to3p.m. Mon-
day - Thursday. Anyonefilingtheir taxeswiththe
Base Tax Center must bring the Social Security
cards of the family members or dependents they
areclaming.

The officeislocated in Bldg. 662, Room 170.
Call 283-9192 to schedulean gppointment.

Step Up Florida

The statewiderelay to focus on physical activ-
ity, Step Up Horida, will be Tuesday. Volunteers
will participate in the relay by tracking mileage
doingtheir favoriteactivity, beitjogging, sketing,
biking, or jJumping rope.

For specificinformation, or to Sign up, contact
JuliaRuschmannat 872-4455 ext. 1369.

OSC art auction

Tyndall Officers Spouses Club announcesthe
Spring Fund Raiser: an evening of art and wine
tasting Feb. 11 at the Officers Club. This art
auction will featureacomprehensive selection of
elegantly framed art from avariety of classcand
contemporary artists. Therewill beappetizersand
winetasting.

Theart preview and winetasting will be at
6 p.m., and theauction beginsat 7 p.m. The OSC
canearn moremoney Smply based onthenumber
of peopleinattendanceat 8 p.m. All areinvitedto
attend.

OSC scholarship

Tyndall Officers Spouses Club college schol-
arship applicationsarenow availablefor qudified
college-bound high school seniors and military
spouses. Applications can be picked up a high
school guidance counsdorsofficeor a the Tyndall
Education Center. Deadline for application re-
turn is noon Feb. 25. For more information,
call 286-1447.

Tyndall Thrift Shop annual sale
All donated clothing will be 50 percent off the
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Senior Airman Benjamin Rojek

Students unite
for charity
cause

Senior Airmen Ben Honeycutt
and lan Carmichael, Airman
Leadership School students,
help Tyndall Elementary School
students set up displays for a
garage sale held to raise money
for the tsunami victims in
Southeast Asia.

entiremonth of February. Sdectionsincludevari-
oussweaters, coats, skirtsand formal wear. The
store will be open from 9 am. to noon Satur-
day. Norma shopping hoursarefrom 9:30a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Wednesday - Friday. Thestoreis
located in Bldg. 743 acrossfrom the post office.

Men’s varsity softball team

Mens varsity softball team try outs are
tentatively scheduled for 8:30 am. Feb. 12,
5 p.m. Feb. 16, and 8:30 am. Feb. 19-21. Bad
weather make-up dates will be announced if
necessary. For moreinformation, contact Mgj.
EricNorth at 283-2054.

2005 Open House

The 2005 Gulf Coast Salute open house
and air show, “A Saluteto North America,”
takes place here May 14-15. The Canadian
Snowhirds, an internationally renowned
nine-jet aerial demonstration team, will be
the featured highlight, along with the U.S.
Army’s Golden Knights parachute jump
team. Many other military and civilian aerial
and ground demos and displays will be
showcased. Periodically, the Gulf Defender
and Commander’sAccess Channel will pro-
vide further updates and announcements
about this event. Questions about the open
house  can be e-mailed to:
PA contacts@tyndall.af.mil.

The Air Force Virtual Ed Center
TheAir ForceVirtual Education Center, at
afvec.langley.af.mil, provides information
about educational information and benefits.
The purpose of this site is to provide stu-

dents one-stop-shopping for all higher edu-
cation needs. AFVEC offersawide array of
on-line services to empower students to ac-
tively participate in all aspects of their edu-
cation. Thisserviceoffers CLEPtesting, in-
formation on Community College of the Air
Force degree, application procedures for
commissioning and testing for PM E comple-
tion.

Classifieds

2002 Ford Mustang

Dark blue, taninterior, v6, auto, 25000 miles.
Sl under factory warranty. Must sell. $12,500.
Cdl 624-0786.

Garage Sales

2769B Thunderchief Drive

2788B Dart Avenue

Garage sales are held from 8 am. to 4 p.m.
Saturdays.

Chapel Schedule

Weekly Bible Study

TheBiblesudy “LifeWithout Srife’” meetsfrom
6:30t0 8 p.m. every Tueday night &t the Spiritual
Fitnessbuilding by Chapd Two, inroom108.

Catholic services
Daily Mass, 11:30am. Monday-Friday,
Chepd Two
Reconciliation - before Saturday Massor by
gppointment
Saturday Mass, 5 p.m., Chape Two

Sunday Mass, 9:30am., Chapel Two
ReigiousEducation, 11am., Bldg. 1476
Protestant Sunday services
Communionsarvice, 9:30am., Chapd One
Religiouseducation classes, 9:30-10:30am.
Bldg. 1476
Generd Protestant sarvice, 11.am., Chape Two
Sunday Night Live Service, 6 p.m., Chape One

Tyndall Chapel Lenten/Easter

Schedule:
Ecumenical:
Lenten DevotiongMass, 11:30am., Chapd Two
Lenten Soup Luncheonswill be at noon on
Tuesdaysfrom Feb. 15toMarch 15in
Chapd Two
Cathdlic,in Chapd 2:
AshWednesday Mass, 11:30am., Feb. 9
AshWednesday Service, 5p.m., Feb. 9
Stationsof the Cross, Fridaysof Lent, 6p.m.,
Feb18toMarch 18
Pam Sunday Mass, 9:15am. March 20
Holy Thursday Mass, 7 p.m., March 24
Good Friday Service, 3p.m. March 25
Eagter Vigil, 10p.m. March 26
Eagter Mass, 9:30am. March 27
Protesant:
AshWednesday, 5 p.m., Feb. 9, Chapel One
Palm Sunday Service, 9:30am., March 20,
Chapd One
Pam Sunday Service, 11am., March 20,
Chapd Two
Maundy Thursday, 5 p.m., March 24,
Chapd One
Good Friday, 5p.m., March 25, Chapel One
Easter Sunrise Service, 6am., March 26,
Shodl Point
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Sports Page Pizza Pub hosts Super Bowl party

Sreve RIDDLE
325th Services Squadron publicist

Withthebiggest professiond foot-
bal game of the year just two days
away, the Sports Page Pizza Pub
plansto bring al the excitement to
the base population.

There will be plenty of chances
for club memberstowin prizes, in-
cluding two Xbox video game sys-
tems. Also, everyone can enjoy
food and beverage specid sthrough-
out the day while they watch the
entireNFL event ononeof 10tele-
visons, including the 51-inch big
screen TV.

The Pizza Pub, located in the
Tynddll Community Center, will open
a 1 p.m., and festure televised pre-
game fedtivities leading up to the
game heduledtobegina 5:25p.m.
Central Standard Time.

“We're throwing a Super Bowl
party for al the peopleon our base,
especidly theyoung troops, because
wewant to providethem aplaceto
watch the game that has a fun at-
mosphere,” said AmandaEriksson,
Pizza Pub manager.

The amosphere at the PizzaPub
will be especidly funfor onelucky
person. In honor of this being the
39th Super Bowl, the Pizza Pub is
giving away an inflatable lounge
chair to the 39th customer that day,
andthechair will beplacedrightin

front of the big screen TV, giving
that personthebest seet inthehouse.

Another contest will consist of a
board with 100 squares, each rep-
resenting aposs blecombination of
the final number in each team’s
scores at the end of each quarter.
Whoever’'s sguare matches the
scoreat theend of thefirst and third
quarters will receive a hat, T-shirt
and other prizes. The winners of
the second and fourth quarters will
esch recelve an Xbox video game
sysemandthenew Electronic Arts
Sports Madden NFL 2005 video
game.

“Therewill beone square picked
per person in that contest,” Ms.
Eriksson explained. “Thefirst 100
to pick will be the onesto get a
chance to win those prizes.”

Anyonewho hasadriver’slicense
from the state of the winning team
will alsowin prizes, but eventhose
not from Massachusetts or Penn-
sylvania have a chance at other
prizestoo.

Everyone will also have the
chanceto keep afew extradollars
in their pocket at the Pizza Pub’s
Super Bowl party, accordingtoMs.
Eriksson.

“Food and beverage specidswill
be going on throughout the day,”
she said. “One specia that was
very popular last year, the 16-inch

=
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Steve Riddle

Super Bowl fans celebrate a Carolina Panthers touchdown during last year's game. The New
England Patriots went on to win that contest, 32 —-29. Sunday’s game marks their third trip to the

Super Bowl in four years.

pizzaand pitcher special for $8.50,
will beback. Andduring half-time
we' regoing to have half-off onall
appetizers.”

Many pro football analysts' sta-
tisticsaregiving the New England

Peatriots a dight edge going into
Sunday’s big game, and Ms.
Eriksson was reluctant to make a
definite prediction on the outcome,
but said she expects a hard-fought
contest.

“Last year’ sgamewasgood, and
if both teams come ready to play,
this one should be good too. | just
hopeit'sclose”

For moreinformetion, contact the
SportsPage PizzaPub at 283-3222.

Tigers take two from commandos, clinch conference championship

The Tyndall Tigers men’svarsity bas-
ketball team won both games against
the visiting Hurlburt Field Commandos
in Southeastern Military Athletic Con-
ference action Saturday and Sunday, and
claimed their second consecutive con-
ference title.

In Saturday’s game, the two squads en-
gaged in a crowd pleasing fast break
brand of basketball with defense as an
afterthought. Hurlburt led for the major-
ity of the first half until Tyndall made a
laterun led by Elvin Walker, who poured
in 26 first-half pointsto take a48-44 lead
at thehalf. Inthe second half, the Com-
mandos enjoyed a 83-81 lead with 6:03
remaining to be played when Tyndall
went on a 9-0 run to take control of the
contest and continued on to take the vic-
tory with a score of 96-91.

Elvin Walker led the Tigersin scoring
with agame high 40 points, followed by
Tysen Pina with 19, Anthony Showers
with 16 and Rob Montgomery with 10
points. Pina and Montgomery led in
rebounding with 14 and 11 respectively,
while Showers had 10 rebounds from his
guard position; Omar Johnson and
Walker tied in assists with five each.
Saul Bookman led the Commandos in
scoring with 25 points.

In a repeat of Saturday’s game, the
Commandos again jumped out to an
early lead, which they maintained
throughout thefirst half asthey led 46-
41 at the intermission. Leading scorer
Elvin Walker, was taken out of the con-
test due to an injury he sustained at the
start of the match In the second half,
Mark Pough came off the bench to re-

place Walker and the Tigers made a con-
certed effort to get the ball inside to
Tysen Pina, who scored 23 second half
points while Pough racked up 13 points.
On the defensive end Tyndall returned
to playing their usual hard-nosed style
of defense which had been dormant for
a game and a half. With the offense
and defensg, clicking on all cylindersthe
Tigers' lead ballooned to as many as 20
points despite using liberal substitutions.
With victory secured 99-84, the Tigers
achieved their goal of repeating as con-
ference champs, with a 30 victory sea-
son and three-peating as Post Season
champsin their sights.

Tysen Pina paced the Tigers in scor-
ing with a game and season-high 34
points, including his usual crowd pleas-
ing dunks, followed by Mark Pough with

16, Rob Montgomery with 14, Elvin
Walker with 13, and Anthony Showers
with 10. Pina and Montgomery again
led in rebounding with 14 and 12 re-
spectively, and Omar Johnson led in as-
sists with 10. Bookman again led
Hurlburt in scoring with 31 points.
Thisweekend, the Tigerstravel to Fort
Benning, Ga,, to challenge
the Bandits. Next week-
end the Tigers and
Lady Tigers will
close out their
2004-05 home
schedul e as they host
the teams from Rob-

insAFB, Ga.
(Courtesy of
the Tyndall Ti-
gers)
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*An airman received 45 days extra duty, a reduc-
tionto E-1, areprimand and forfeitures of $100 pay
per month for two months for having unauthorized
petsin hisdorm room and failing dorm room inspec-
tions.

— /

*An airman received forfeitures of $100 pay and
areprimand for underage drinking.

ICLAS?

*An airman first class received 30 days extra duty,
a suspended reduction to E-2 and a reprimand for
making afalse official statement.

*A senior airman received 30 days extraduty, asus-
pended reduction to E-3 and areprimand for making
afalse official statement.

Courts-Martial

eAirman First Class Rufus Shumate, 81st Test Sup-
port Squadron, received abad conduct discharge, re-
duction to E-1 and six months confinement for mari-
juana and ecstasy use.
(Courtesy of the Base Legal Office)

Dental bites...

less painful.

efficient.

(Courtesy of the 325th Aeromedical-Dental Sguadron)

Here are a few quick tips to make annual dental cleanings go quicker and

1. Start flossing every day for two weeks prior to your appointment.

2. Make sure you brush and floss prior to your appointment.

3. Try not to smoke prior to your appointment.

4. Try not to eat immediately before your appointment.

Just follow these quick easy steps and your appointment will be more
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T&  Golden Bolt Award ¥

Airman 1st Class Jason Matthews

Senior Airman Benjamin Rojek

Airman Matthews, 2nd Aircraft Maintenance Unit avionics specialist, checks the continuity between
the electronic control amplifier and the displacement gyro while troubleshooting a horizontal situation
indicator malfunction. Airman Matthews is the Golden Bolt winner for December. He found the bolt

in front of Hangar 2 before a morning foreign object debris, or FOD, walk.

Teets to build on core competencies

TECH. SGT. DAVID JABLONSKI
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Peter Teets will focus on core
competencies to take the Air Force through a transi-
tional period that includes the fiscal 2006 budget pro-
cess and the quadrennial defense review.

Mr. Teets has served as undersecretary of the Air
Force since 2001 and became the acting secretary of
the Air Force following the retirement of Dr. James
Roche. Mr. Teets also serves as the Department of
Defense executive agent for space and as the director
of the National Reconnaissance Office.

“l intend to maintain the current priorities and con-
tinue to build on the Air Force's core competencies,”
Mr. Teets said. “The Air Force is a wonderful institu-
tion because of its people. We need to continue devel-
oping them in the same way we have in the last several
years.”

One recent example he cited isthe space cadreformed
under the national security space program. That pro-
gram integrated professional -devel opment opportunities
and rotational assignmentsfor space professionals, simi-
lar to the way aviators are trained and mentored.

“We want to build core competencies that consist of
developing Airmen, transitioning technology to
warfighting and integrating operations,” Mr. Teetssaid.

Although he said core competencies would serve the
Air Forcewell into thefuture, the service'sleaders need
to seek the resources necessary to recapitalize assets
when discussing next year’s budget.

“The 2006 budget will go to Congress, and | will cer-
tainly testify and providerationalefor why the president’s
budget is a good budget, and to seek help from Con-
gress to provide the resources we need to accomplish
our mission,” Mr. Teets said.

The budget discussion comes at the same time the
Air Force begins to meet the challenges of the qua-
drennial defense review.

But the most challenging task Mr. Teets said he faces
isone of image.

“1 would simply reiterate that one of the most impor-
tant and best things about our Air Forceisthat we honor
our core values — integrity first, service before self
and excellence in all we do. To that end, | would urge
al of us to rededicate ourselves to those core values
and live our lives according to them.”
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DeCA allows ‘Agent’ authorization b erore
FORT LEE, Va. — Hav- best vaue on groceries and ﬁ??nk-

ing both parentsdeployed can
bevery troubling for the chil-
dren left behind. But thanks
toalittle-known DOD direc-
tive, military childrencancon-
tinueto enter thefriendly con-
fines of any commissary.
Agent authorization benefits
any authorized commissary
shopper who needs assis-
tance shopping or who can-
not shop becauseof disability,
illnessor infirmity, aswel as
the children of service mem-
bers who may not be avall-
able due to deployment, re-
mote assgnment or casualty.
Agent authorization is not
granted by the Defense Com-
missary Agency. Itisadmin-
istered and managed by the
installation commander
through the local pass and
idertificationoffice.
“Wewant toprovideatouch
of home for children whose
parentsare deployed, and of -
ten family finances are
dretched to the limit,” said
Petrick Nixon, acting director
and chief executiveofficer for
DeCA. “Whether they're
buying for atoddler or ateen,
wecan heptheagentsget the

persond careitemshy provid-
ing savings of 30 percent or
more. It'sjust onelessworry
deployed parentswill have.”

The agent doesnot haveto
bean authorized commissary
shopper. Themilitary member
may request an agent authori-
zdionto dlow theindividua
who isthe primary caregiver
for the children of deployed
parentstoenter theingdlation.
Non-military primary
caregivers should contact the
identification card section on
the ingalation to determine
what legd documents, such
aspower of attorney, may aso
be needed to establish proof
of caregiver status. At the
sametime, theindividua can
ask about gaining accesstothe
inddlation.

Upon verification of
caregiver datus, theindividud
receiveswritten authorization
fromthecommander’srepre-
sentative designating him or
her as an “agent” to accom-
pany thechildren of deployed
parents, or to shop for some-
onewhoisunabletogettothe
commissary or needs asss
tancewhileshopping. Usudly,

Gaining access

* People who need this benefit can
visit the Passand I D section of theMili-
tary Personnel Officein Bldg. 662 towill
get atemporary pass giving them access to the base.

» To find the nearest commissary, look under the “lo-
caions’ link a www.commissaries.com. All commis-
saries have aloca Web page with directions and man-
agement contact information.

d®d

theletterisfor al2-monthpe-
riod, but it canbeextendedin
cases of continued hardship.

“Every stuation is unique
S0 contact the identification
card section on the ingdla
tion to determine what proof
is needed to have an agent
shop in the commissary on
youringdlation,” Nixonsad.
“In most cases you can aso
get in touch with the
commissary’s store director
to put you in touch with the
gopropriateofficids.”

For those a Tynddl AFB,
Ha needingtotekeadvantage
of thisprogram, the appropri-
ae place to gart is the 325th
Sarvices Squadron Command
Saction, Bldg. 1125, Suwannee
Ave. According to Staff Sgt.
Amanda Diddle, there are
only a few documents re-

quired, andthewholeprocess
isrdatively quick.

“Anyone needing to get a
commissary/BX card canget
oneherein Room Five” she
sad. “If someoneisgettinga
cardtoshopfor apersonwho
is disabled, they just need to
have a doctor’s |etter dating
thet thepersonisdisabledand
whoisdigibletoshopforthem,
dong with the ID of the per-
sonthey’ reshopping for, and
their owndriver’slicense. For
children of deployed parents,
the guardian just needs a
power of atorney, dongwith
thechild'sID andagain, their
owndriver'slicense. If they
have everything they need, it
usudly only tekes about 15
minutes”

(Courtesy of the Defense
Commissary Agency)
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Wing FOD Preventer of
the Month

Airman 1st Class Ryan Harville

W W W W W W w W e

2nd Lt. William Powell

Airman 1st Class Ryan Harville, 325th M ai ntenance Squadron phase inspection
team member, inspects a#3 high-torque bit used to tighten and loosen F-15 Eagle
panel fasteners. Airman Harville found this bit, which someone had left inside a
panel, while preparing a jet for a Quality Assurance inspection. His discovery
prevented thisforeign object debrisfrom causing damage or complete brakefail-
ure, and resulted in him being named the 325th Fighter Wing FOD Preventer of
the Month for December.

Theintent of the 325th Fighter Wing FOD Incentive Program isto reward FOD
conscious organizations, military members, or civilian personnel, who take the
extrastepsto identify and correct potential FOD hazards by accounting for tools
and personal articles, picking up loose debrisand hardware, and performing FOD-
consciousinspections. Promoting positive action to eliminate flightline and work
area FOD can reduce the potential for FOD-related incidents.

The Gulf Defender is
published for people
like Senior Airman
Jahara Brown, 325th
Security Forces
Squadron patrolman.
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